
 
Final EIS for the Proposed Tracy to Silver Lake 120 kV Transmission Line 

H-1 

APPENDIX H 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

The following appendix contains copies of public comments received in response to the Tracy to Silver Lake 
Transmission Line Project DEIS. The agencies’ responses to the substantive comments are provided adjacent to 
the reproduced comment letters. 130 comment letters were received on the DEIS, 70 of those through regular 
mail. Forty-one of the comment letters were sent by electronic mail and seventeen used a form letter. A total of 
585 written comments were received. Copies of the comment letters, responses to comments, and copies of the 
technical reports are available from the BLM at the address indicated in the abstract. 

 

Agency Letters 
 
1 US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
2 US Department of Transportation-Federal Aviation  
 Administration (FAA) 
3 Airport Authority of Washoe County (AAWC) 
4 Nevada Division of Water Resources (DWR) 
5 Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency 
 (TMRPA) 
6 US Dept. of Interior (DOI)-Bureau of Indian 
 Affairs (BIA) 
7 City of Reno 
8 US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
9 Tri Basin Cultural Committee 
10 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  
11 Washoe County Commission 
12 City of Sparks 
13 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
 
Private Company Letters 
 
14 Reno Air Racing Association, Inc. 
15 Red Rock Estates Property Owners Association 
16 LIONEL SAWYER & COLLINS-
 ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
17 Silver Knolls Property Owners Association 

18 Barker-Coleman Communities 
19 Citadel Communications Corporation-Reno 
20 Golden Valley Property Owners Association 
21 Centex Homes 
22 Aircraft Funding Group 
23 Pierre A. Hascheff, Chtd. 
24 Sierra Pacific Power Company 
 
Private Citizen Letters 
 
25  Lori Burke 
26  Lori Burke 
27  Lori Burke 
28  Lori Burke 
29  Lori Burke 
30  Lori Burke 
31  Lori Burke 
32  Lori Burke 
33  Lori Burke 
34  Lori Burke 
35  Lori Burke 
36  Lori Burke 
37 Lois Avery 
38 Jacqueline F. Quoetone 
39 Don Vetter 
40 Dan and Capa Casale 
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41 Jerry J. Casale 
42 Dennis V. and Vernie G. McCrohan 
43 James L. Murphy (Lear Family Trust) 
44 James Short 
45 Jane Short 
46 Josephine and Richard Magee 
47 R.C. and Phyllis Barnes 
48 Pan Lambert 
49 Terrylyn Caulk 
50 Vallea Rose 
51 Marian and Donald Pava 
52 Patricia and Thomas John 
53 John K. Bradbury 
54 Robert McKinnon 
55 Will Brown 
56 William R. Jameson 
57 Junel Bacigalupo 
58 Ed and Charlene Murray 
59 Will Peterson 
60 J.M. Bartmess (SS Airport Manager) 
61 Dianne Bartmess 
62 Joseph Da Rousseau 
63 Crill Maples 
64 Howard Lambert 
65 Mark and Susan Boyd 
66 Margaret Jackson 
67 James G. and Jean M. Stewart 
68 Sue Boyd 
69 David Call 
70 Sandra and Ralph Theiss 
 
Emails 
 
71 Gloria Barrere 
72 Mark Anders 
73 Max Bartmess (SS Airport Manager) 
74 Herb and Deborah Brady 
75 Bill and Marilyn Brainard 
76 Carolyn Brundtland 
77 David and Marie Capurro 
78 Steve Cavote 
79 Mike and Bev David 
80 Douglas DeMers 
81 Jim Dick 
82 Joe DiPrinzio 
83 Michael and Linda Duc 
84 Mac Douglass 
85 Ted Emel 
86 Stacie Easterwood 
87 Suzanne S. Emel 
88 Ed and Dee Endemano 
89 Monte Forbes and Maralee Quanbeck 
90 Mr. and Mrs. Clayton R. Girard  
91 Brian Goates 
92 Don V. Gustavson 
93 Marty and Colleen Harsin 
94 Dan Herman 

95 John and Elizabeth Howe 
96 Vee Kelley 
97 Pan Lambert 
98 Christy Malone 
99 Ali McDowell 
100 Marilyn Merkle 
101 Penny Northrup 
102 James R. Omori 
103 Jeff and Lynnette Peters 
104 Lynette Peters 
105 Edgar Pew 
106 Joe and Luverne Lightfoot 
107 Guy L. Quiggle 
108 Carl D. Savely 
109 Robert W. Trimmer 
110 Richard Wilder 
111 Mitch Ziegler 
112 Linda Shepard/ Linda Cunrod 
 
Form Letters 
 
113 David Schulte 
114 Carrie Stropp 
115 Unreadable Signature 
116 Robert Doll 
117 Ron Akers 
118 Unreadable Signature 
119 Jeff M. 
120 Terri Hale 
121 Theresa Schulte 
122 Theresa J. Sanchez 
123 Denis Van Gundy 
124 Beverley Van Gundy 
125 Dan Blake 
126 Joanne Blake 
127 Marybeth Akers 
128 James Akers 
129 Tammy Yau 
130 Mike Yau 
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1-1 
Reworded section to clarify methods.  NWI maps were reviewed and a field 
survey was conducted.  In the environmental consequences section, the 
mitigation subsection was expanded to clarify that a wetland scientist would 
walk the route and mark all potential wetlands, waters, and drainages for 
avoidance.  It is anticipated that the nature of the construction and the dryness 
of the area would make it possible to avoid most of these areas.  Added a 
requirement that the ACOE inspect these marked areas.  If any were 
determined to be jurisdictional, than a Section 404 permit would be secured 
prior to any construction.  Formal wetland delineation is unlikely to be needed 
for avoidance of non-jurisdictional areas.  A formal delineation could be 
required for any impacts on jurisdictional areas in association with the 404 
permit. 
 
1-2 
As stated in comment above, mitigation section was expanded to explain how 
avoidance would be accomplished, and how mitigation via a 404 permit would 
be conducted if any impacts to jurisdictional Waters of the US were 
unavoidable. 
 
1-3 
Cumulative air quality effects of development in Washoe County over the last 
decade have not resulted in worsening air quality conditions as evidenced by 
air quality monitoring conducted by the Washoe County Air Quality 
Management District.  Washoe County has not monitored a violation of the 
federal 1-hour ozone standard since 1990 and has not monitored a violation of 
the federal 8-hour carbon monoxide standard since 1991; the 8-hour standard 
was not exceeded in the following three years, so the three-year average does 
not violate the national standard (Washoe County AQMD Air Quality Trends 
Report for 1991 – 2002).  PM10 levels in Washoe County have remained 
relatively stable since the early 1990s and show no clear trend.  Overall, 
however, historical air quality data show a trend of slow improvements in air 
quality, indicating that existing regulatory programs are compensating for the 
additional air pollutant emissions that accompany ongoing development 
trends.  There are no indications that development accommodated by the 
proposed project will lead to new violations of federal air quality standards or 
to air quality changes that would interfere with PSD program requirements for 
new industrial emission sources. However, the following text has been added 
to Chapter 4 in the Cumulative Impacts-Air Resources section: 

1-2 

1-1 

1-3 
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1-3 cont’d 
“Cumulative growth has and will continue to occur in the project area. 
Historical trends show no decline in air quality conditions during the previous 
decade of development; rather, a slight improvement has been documented. 
Therefore, it is assumed that existing regulatory programs and improvements 
in technology will continue this trend of successfully managing air quality.”  
 
 
 
1-4 
A discussion of Clean Air Act conformity and the relevant de minimis 
thresholds has been added to the Air Resources sections of Chapters 3 and 4 
in the EIS.  Given the relatively modest extent of land disturbance required for 
powerline and substation construction and the phased timing of construction 
activities, construction activity emissions would be less than the relevant CAA 
conformity de minimis thresholds regardless of the selected alternative.  
Activities required for operation of the transmission line would be small in 
scale and also would be less than relevant CAA conformity de minimis 
thresholds. Therefore, no Clean Air Act conformity determination is required 
for the proposed project.  
 
The following subsection has been added to the Air Resources section of 
Chapter 3: 
 
“Regulatory Considerations 
Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act, USC § 7506(c), requires federal agencies 
to ensure that actions undertaken in nonattainment or maintenance areas are 
consistent with the Clean Air Act and with federally enforceable air quality 
management plans (SIPs).  EPA has promulgated separate rules that establish 
conformity analysis procedures for transportation-related actions and for other 
(general) federal agency actions.  The EPA general conformity rule applies to 
federal actions (including federally funded or approved actions) occurring in 
nonattainment or maintenance areas when the total direct and indirect 
emissions of nonattainment pollutants (or their precursors) exceed specified 
thresholds, or de minimis levels.  Because the proposed action or its 
alternatives would occur in nonattainment areas, the applicable de minimis 
levels are 100 tons per year of ozone precursor emissions (NOx and ROG), 
100 tons per year of carbon monoxide, and 70 tons per year of PM10. Note  

1-4 
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1-4 cont'd 
that only the southern, foothills, and existing corridors alternatives traverse the 
CO and PM10 nonattainment areas; the remainder of the alternatives, 
including the proposed action, are subject only to the ozone precursor de 
minimis levels.” 
 
One of the following paragraphs has been added to the Air Resources section 
of Chapter 4-Environmental Consequences for each alternative, as appropriate 
by location:  
 
“The applicable CAA conformity de minimis level of 100 tons per year of 
ozone precursors would not be exceeded, and no CAA conformity 
determination would be required.” 
 
“The applicable CAA conformity de minimis levels of 100 tons per year of 
ozone precursors, 100 tons per year of carbon monoxide, and 70 tons per year 
of PM10 would not be exceeded, and no CAA conformity determination would 
be required.” 
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2-1 
Comment noted. SPPCo would be required to file a Notice of Proposed 
Construction to receive a construction permit from the FAA for the final 
selected route. The construction permit will cover normal operations of both 
the Reno-Stead and Spanish Springs Airports. SPPCo will consult with the 
FAA to find a construction design of the transmission line to avoid conflicting 
with the Reno Air Races. In addition, the Proposed Reno-Stead Airport 
Substation, the Alternative Reno-Stead Airport Substation, and the distribution 
lines coming out of the substations will be lower in height than the distribution 
line that currently exists along the boundary of the airport avoiding any 
conflict with the Air Races. Other alternatives and mitigation measures as 
described in the Draft EIS can or may resolve the impacts associated with the 
two airports.  

Letter 
2 

2-1 
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3-1 
Refer to response 2-1. 

Letter 
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3-2 
Refer to response 2-1. 

3-2 
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4-1 
Construction and operation of the project would not require the development 
of new water resources. Construction water will be obtained from commercial 
sources. This information has been added to the Proposed Action in Chapter 
2.  

4-1 
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5-1 
The impact to visual resources on BLM land was identified using the visual 
contrast rating system. This analysis found that the change in form, line, color, 
and texture of the land/water, vegetation, and structures would be minor. The 
impacts to non-BLM land were analyzed based on local area plans and their 
measures for protecting visual resources. 
 
 
5-2  
Refer to response 5-1. 
 

5-2 
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5-3 
A photograph of a typical substation has been added to the text to provide 
context to the reader.  
 
 
5-4 
Comment noted. Refer to Chapter 1 under the “Truckee Meadows Regional 
Plan & Regional Utility Corridor Report” section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-5 
Text Revised.  
 
5-6 
Text Revised.  

5-2 
cont’d 

5-3 

5-4 

5-5 

5-6 
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5-7 
Text Revised. 
 
 
 
 
5-8 
Text Revised- Six alternatives to the Proposed Action are evaluated, including 
the No Action Alternative. 
 

5-8 

5-7 
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6-1 
Neither the Proposed Action nor any of the alternatives would cross Indian 
land (including staging areas, maintenance roads and structures. An easement 
will not be required from the BIA and  supplemental NEPA documentation is 
not necessary. Biological and cultural surveys  were performed adjacent to the 
RSIC within a 600-foot study area. 
 
6-2 
Refer to response 6-1.  
 
6-3 
Text added to the Proposed Action to clarify that the routes would not be on 
Colony lands. 6-2 

Letter 
6 

6-1 

6-3 
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6-4 
The following text was added in chapter 4 under the “Land Use” section to 
address the comment:  
"The Proposed Action would be located within the Reno-Sparks Indian 
Colony's sphere of influence defined in the Year 2000 Comprehensive Plan 
and Parcel Master Plans (Nevada-Sierra Planners 2000). As such, the Proposed 
Action would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan. Where the 
transmission line is not placed underground in locations covered by the North 
Valleys, Spanish Springs, Sun Valley, and Truckee Canyon Area Plans, the 
Proposed Action would be inconsistent with the Washoe County 
Comprehensive Plan (Washoe County 2003d). The Proposed Action would be 
in compliance with all other local comprehensive and master plans; however, it 
would be considered to be a project of regional significance and would require 
a finding of conformance with the regional plan by the RPC." 
 
6-5 
Refer to response 6-4. 
 
6-6 
Refer to response 6-1. 
 
6-7 
Refer to responses 6-4 to 6-6. 
 
6-8 
The following language has been added to the document following referenced 
sentence in the comment: “The proposed Action would be inconsistent with 
the Colony’s Master Plan for development in open spaced areas.” 
 
6-9 
The inconsistent determination with the County Master Plan is a land use 
policy determination. Therefore, it is not addressed as a socioeconomic issue. 
However, text has been added to the Chapter 4 land use section, 
acknowledging that the Proposed Action and the Calle de La Plata alternatives 
are inconsistent with the Colony’s Master Plan. 
 
 

6-5 

6-4 

6-7 

6-6 

6-9 

6-8 

6-11 

6-10 
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6-10 
The impact to visual resources was done using the BLM visual contrast rating 
system. This approach was used to ensure consistency in determinations across 
different landscapes.  
 
6-11 
Refer to response 6-1. 
 
6-12 
Refer to response 6-10. While the colony sphere of influence would realize 
visual impacts from the project, it is not in a disproportional amount. 
 
 
6-13 
Refer to responses 6-10 and 6-11. 
 
 
 
 
6-14 
Text in table 4-31 has been revised to read: “The Tracy to Silver Lake 
Transmission Line Route could become a designated regional utility corridor, 
and other utilities or expanded electrical service could be encouraged”. 
Inconsistency with master plan does not equal impacts to property values and 
environmental justice issues. 

6-13 

6-12 

6-14 
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7-1 
Comment noted-Text added to Chapter 1.  
 
7-2 
The Purpose and Need for the proposed action is discussed in Chapter 1. The 
Purpose and Need has been revised to read, “The Airport identifies this 
growth in their Master Plan and the area is zoned as such.” See Chapter 1, 
“Project History” as to why the Reno Stead Airport substation is included. 
 
 

7-2 
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7-3 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
7-4 
Chapter 4-Land Use acknowledges the project may be of regional significance 
and would require a finding of conformance with the regional plan. Text has 
been added stating that a variance [RMC 18.06.1112] would be required 
because the route does not completely fall within an existing utility corridor as 
outlined in the RUCR.  
 
NOTE– Attachments 1-6 are available in the Tracy to Silver Lake EIS 
Administrative Record at the BLM CCFO office. 

7-3 

7-2 
cont’d 

7-4 
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8-1 
Flight diverters have been added as a mitigation measure to Chapter 4.  
 
 
8-2 
The proposed action and alternatives do not propose any additional towers 
other than the poles as proposed in Chapter 2. Perch deterrents would be 
placed on all poles within the Pah Rah Range as part of this Transmission Line 
Project in accordance with the BLM guidelines. 
 
 
8-3 
Text has been revised to say “The Bureau of Land Management would contact 
the USFWS to discuss avoiding or minimizing direct and indirect impacts to 
this species.” 

8-2 
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9-1 
The BLM fully respects the responsibilities under the NHPA, AIRFA, and 
AGPRA. The BLM and SPPCo will comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations and handle all information with the utmost confidentiality. The 
BLM has completed a Class III Cultural Resources inventory in accordance 
with the NHPA. Additionally the BLM is currently consulting with the RSIC, 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, and the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California. 
Other compliance actions are identified as mitigation and monitoring measures 
as part of the cultural analysis in Chapter 4. During the consultation process, if 
any of the tribes identify priority culturally sensitive areas, a qualified 
archeologist may be required to be present during construction in those areas.  
 
9-2 
The Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) prepared a 
comprehensive study entitled, “Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on 
Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1996.” Copies may be obtained from the 
Carpenter Nature Center, 12805 St. Croix Trial South, Hastings, MN 55033, or 
by calling 612-437-4359.  

9-2 
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10-1 
SPPCo has applied for a permit to construct and operate a 120 kV 
transmission line and subsequent substations. The determination of a utility 
corridor would be made by the Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency. 
Development of a utility corridor would represent a future action and is 
therefore analyzed as a cumulative impact in Chapter 4.   
 
 
 
 
10-2 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
 
10-3 
Refer to response 10-1. Table 4-31 has been revised to state, “The Tracy to 
Silver Lake corridor could become a designated regional utility corridor...and 
other utilities or expanded electrical service could be encouraged.” 

10-2 
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10-4 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
10-5 
Comment noted. Refer to response 10-1. 
 

10-5 

10-4 
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10-6 
The only impact to Hungry Valley that has been identified is visual (and 
resultant conflict with the RSIC Master Plan). As stated in Chapter 4 under the 
“Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section, visual impacts from KOP 6 would 
be minor.  No impacts have been identified that would require mitigation, 
however, other alternatives are included that would eliminate effects within the 
sphere of influence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-7 
Refer to response 9-1. 

10-6 

10-7 
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10-8 
Text added to include tribal consultation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-9 
Text added to include tribal consultation. 
 
 
 
 
 
10-10 
Comment noted. 
 
10-11 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
 
10-12 
Based on further review, it has been determined that the TMRPA has the 
authority to make the determination of suitability. The sentence has been 
deleted from table 4-31. 

10-8 

10-7 
cont’d 
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10-13 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
10-14 
There would be no known impacts to cultural resources, however mitigation 
has been developed in Chapter 4 to avoid and minimize any unforeseen 
effects. Refer to response 9-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10-15 
Refer to response 9-1. 

10-13 

10-12 
cont’d 

10-14 
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10-17 
10-18 
10-19 
10-20 
10-21 
10-22 
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10-25 
10-26 
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10-28 
10-29 
10-30 
10-31 
10-32 
10-33 
10-34 
10-35 
10-36 
10-37 
10-38 
10-39 
10-40 
10-41 
10-42 
10-43 

10-16 
As discussed in Chapter 4 Wildlife resources, the proposed configuration of 
the transmission line would have a minimum spread of 8 feet vertically, 11 feet 
horizontally, and 5 feet wire to pole. The spacing of the wires as referenced is 
enough to preclude the electrocution of birds. The Avian Power Line 
Interaction Committee (APLIC) prepared a comprehensive study entitled, 
“Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: The State of the 
Art in 1996.” Findings of this report were incorporated into the development 
of mitigation measures. Likewise, while there is always a risk of bird collision 
with utility lines, the risk in the referenced area is relatively low because there 
are no water bodies or other unique habitat features nearby to attract birds.  
 
10-17 
Impacts to wildlife are evaluated in Chapter 4 under the “Wildlife Resources” 
and “Special Status Species” sections. 
 
10-18 
Visual impacts from power lines and maintenance roads are evaluated in 
Chapter 4 under the “Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section. 
 
10-19 
Impacts to cultural sites are evaluated in Chapter 4 under the “Cultural 
Resources and Paleontology” section. 
 
10-20 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
10-21 
A Reclamation Plan has been developed and is provided in Appendix B, and 
also includes monitoring and reporting protocols.  
 
10-22 
Environmental Justice is addressed in Chapters 3 and 4 under the 
“Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice” sections. 
 
10-23 
Impacts to cultural sites are evaluated in Chapter 4 under the “Cultural 
Resources and Paleontology” section. 
 

10-16 
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10-25 
Visual impacts from the height of the transmission poles are discussed in 
Chapter 4 under the “Aesthetic Resources and Noise section”. 
 
10-26 
Refer to Chapter 1-Subheading “Reno Sparks Indian Colony Comprehensive 
Plan”. 
 
 
10-27 
Comment noted. Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the 
"Aesthetic Resources and Noise" section. The final selected route will take into 
account the varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including visual 
resources. 
 
10-28 
The greatest impact to the maintenance roads will be from OHV users and 
other recreational patrons. The Proposed Action would follow existing roads 
within Hungry Valley. In addition, impacts from increased recreational use on 
the maintenance roads are discussed in chapter 4 under the “Recreation and 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern” section. 
 
10-29 
Safety issues are addressed in chapter 4 under the “Public Health and Safety” 
section. Refer to response 9-1. 
 
10-30 
Impacts to culturally sensitive areas are addressed in Chapter 4 under the 
“Cultural Resources and Paleontology” section. 
 
10-31 
Lightning, arcing, and fire danger impacts are addressed in Chapter 4 under the 
“Public Health and Safety” section. Additional details regarding lightning and 
arcing were added to the “Public Health and Safety” section in Chapter 4.  
 
 

10-44 
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10-32 
The BLM is unaware of any formal application for expansion. 
 
10-33 
Earthquake fault zones are identified in Chapter 3 under the “Geology and 
Soils” section. Impacts from Earthquakes are evaluated in Chapter 4 under the 
“Geology and Soils” section. 
 
10-34 
The impact to property values is addressed in Chapter 4 under the 
“Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice” section. 
 
10-35 
Refer to the Purpose and Need section in Chapter 1. 
 
10-36 
The selection of mitigation will be provided in the ROD. To provide the 
reader a context in scale, the estimated cost of undergrounding is provided in 
Chapter 2 in table 2-1. 
 
10-37 
The Proposed Action was derived by SPPCo based upon the purpose and 
need as described in Chapter 1. A Preferred Alternative will be designated 
during the Final EIS process by the Cooperating Agencies and the BLM. 
 
10-38 
The DEIS was presented to the Sun Valley CAB on 11/8/2003. The DEIS 
was presented to the City of Sparks Planning Commission on December 18, 
2003 and to the City of Sparks City Council on January 12, 2004. The DEIS 
was presented to the North Valley NAB on November 17, 2003 and to the 
Red Rock Property Owners Association on  November 18, 2003. 
 
10-39 
Aircraft safety impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the "Public 
Health and Safety" section. The final selected route will take into account the 
varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including the Reno Air Races. In 
addition, the BLM will seek guidance from the FAA on mitigating impacts 
surrounding the Spanish Springs and Reno-Stead Airports. Refer to response 
2-1. 
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10-40 
Erosion is addressed in Chapters 3 and 4 under the “Geology and Soils” 
sections. 
 
10-41 
Vegetation is addressed in Chapters 3 and 4 under the “Vegetation and 
Wetlands” sections. 
 
10-42 
The project will not require the disposal of public lands. 
 
10-43 
No lights will be added  to the transmission line poles unless required by the 
FAA during the permitting process. 
 
10-44 
Comment noted. The BLM will consult with the RSIC Tribe throughout the 
EIS process. As a cooperating agency, the Tribe will participate in identifying a 
preferred route and mitigation measures to be implemented along that route in 
the Final EIS. 
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Letter 
11 

11-2 

11-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11-1 
The BLM has not received a graphic depicting the North Valley Alliance 
Alternative, however, as it was described at the January 6, 2004 Washoe 
County Planning Commission Meeting, the route was interpreted to follow the 
western portion of the Existing Corridor Alternative as already analyzed in the 
DEIS. Additionally, the North Valley Alliance Alternative does not meet the 
purpose and need because it does not identify a route from Tracy to Spanish 
Springs or include the Spanish Springs substation.  
 
11-2 
Comment noted. As stated in the beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a 
mitigation measure intended to reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be 
identified as part of the Record of Decision.  
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11-3 
The Chapter 2 substation description has been revised to read, “The site 
would be surrounded by a wall...landscaping would be consistent with the 
surrounding area.” In addition a typical substation photograph has been added 
to Chapter 2. 
 
11-4 
The explanation under the Border Town Substation to the Silver Lake 
Substation Alternative that was considered but eliminated has been revised to 
read the following: 
 
Bordertown Substation to the Silver Lake Substation 
During scoping it was suggested that power be brought out of the Bordertown 
Substation to meet capacity needs in the Stead area. The Bordertown 
Substation is about 15 miles northwest of Stead and is part of the Alturas 345 
kV transmission line system. Bringing power out of the Bordertown 
Substation was also identified in the analysis of the Alturas 345 kV 
Transmission Line Project. The Alturas FEIR stated the following: 
“As growth in the Stead area occurs, expansion of additional transmission 
facilities to the area would be required. Currently, Stead is served by an existing 
60 kV transmission system that is capable of reliably serving approximately 43 
MW of load. In 1994, the peak demand was 26.5 MW. Depending on the rate 
of growth, a 120 kV transmission addition could be required within the next 5 
to 10 years (SPPCo, 1995c). 
 
In  its long range planning studies, SPPCo has identified two options for 
servicing future Stead growth: 1) a 120 kV source into Silver Lake Substation 
from Tracy and 2) a 120 kV source into Silver Lake Substation from Border 
Town. If the Alturas Transmission Line Project were approved as proposed, 
and growth in the North Valleys warranted a 120 kV transmission addition, 
then SPPCo would consider the addition of a 345/ 120 kV transformer at the 
Border Town Substation and a 120 kV transmission feed to the Silver Lake 
Substation. At the time such plans are developed, anew applications would be 
required by responsible agencies. Future applications would be subject to a 
separate environmental review.” 
 
As stated in the preceding paragraphs, bringing a 120 kV feed out of Border 
Town to the Silver Lake Substation was one of two options that were 
identified to address future growth in Stead. The other option was to bring a  

11-3 

11-4 

11-5 

11-6 

11-7 

11-8 
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120 kV feed from Tracy to the Silver Lake Substation. The second option was 
selected for the following reasons: 
Bringing power out of the Border Town substation to feed the Stead area 
would not provide a 120 kV link between Silver Lake and Sugarloaf, so there 
would not be a power supply loop to meet the reliability and capacity needs of 
the Spanish Springs area. Additionally, the 120 kV loop from Tracy through 
Spanish Springs to Stead is required to prevent system overloads during 
outages. A system overload occurs when there is too much power flowing 
through the system and causes equipment to fail. The current 120 kV system 
has overloading problems caused by outages on the 345 kV system. 
Lastly, bringing power out of the Border Town Substation to feed the Stead 
area requires a significant upgrade to the substation, which is not set up to 
provide for a 120 kV infrastructure. SPPCo estimates that the rebuild of 2.5 
miles of 345 kV double circuiting and the 345/120 kV transformer additions at 
Border Town would cost approximately $6,000,000 additional dollars and, as 
discussed above, would still not meet all of the objectives of the purpose of 
and need for the project. The proposed transmission lines from Silver Lake to 
Sugarloaf and Tracy to Sugarloaf would still need to be built. For these 
reasons, the Border Town Substation Alternative was considered but 
eliminated.  
Connecting to the Bordertown substation does not meet the evaluation 
criteria. Refer to Chapter 2, section “Alternatives to the Proposed Action” 
section. 
 
11-5 
Comment noted. The following text has been added to Chapter 2 under the 
Alternatives Considered but Eliminated (Pah Rah Substation Locations)  
section, “The ECI report determined that, “A substation location south of La 
Posada Road would make it more difficult to serve new loads as they develop 
north of La Posada Road.”   
 
11-6 
 Text added. 
 
11-7 
The following substation information is already included on page 4-3 of the 
DEIS, first paragraph: 
“In the short term, the Proposed Sugarloaf Substation and Proposed Reno-
Stead Airport Substation would disturb approximately four acres each and in  

11-15 

11-13 

11-12 

11-11 

11-10 

11-9 

11-14 
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the long term would disturb a total of about 2.5 acres each, both of which are 
minor, localized impacts. The Proposed Sugarloaf Substation would be located 
on privately owned land in the Spanish Springs Valley and the Proposed Reno-
Stead Airport substation would be located on the Reno-Stead Airport; the 
Airport Authority of Washoe County owns the property.”  
Therefore, no changes have been made. 
 
11-8 
SPPCo designs low EMF and Low visibility lines as feasible. The referenced 
text was taken from the RUCR as part of the outline for standard mitigation. 
Undergrounding of the transmission line is proposed as mitigation for this 
proposal. See figure 4-1. 
 
11-9 
Text Revised. 
 
11-10 
Change not made. The suggested change implies that scientific research has 
documented that raptors and ravens specifically use transmission lines to more 
easily prey on sage grouse. Our research has not been able to confirm this 
specific behavior. 
 
11-11 
Although the northern route does cross several miles of land within the 
NDOW identified Pah Rah sage grouse range, field investigations determined 
this area to lack enough high quality sage brush habitat to be called "key" sage 
grouse habitat.   
 
Most of the sage habitats in the project area have burned in the fairly recent 
past. The vegetation is dominated by cheatgrass, with some sparse sage.  
 
No good quality habitat for the Pah Rah sage grouse populations was observed 
along any portion of the proposed alignment and its alternatives. In general, 
the paucity of sagebrush and the invasion of cheatgrass have contributed to 
the decline of suitable sage grouse habitat in this area; nevertheless, there were 
two small areas containing marginally suitable habitat.  One of these areas was 
located along approximately two miles of the northern route. 
 
 

11-16 

11-18 

11-19 

11-20 

11-21 

11-22 

11-23 

11-17 



 Final EIS for the Proposed Tracy to Silver Lake 120 kV Transm
ission Line 

H
-39 

Public C
om

m
ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

11-12 
Text added. 
 
11-13 
The impact to visual resources was done using the BLM visual contrast rating 
system. The impacts were analyzed from Key Observation Points and took 
into consideration the form, line, color, and texture of the land/water, 
vegetation, and structures at each site.  
 
11-14 
Comment noted. 
 
11-15 
A visual simulation depicting the same location as in Figure A-4 with a 
proposed 120 kV transmission line pole has been added to Appendix A for 
comparison. 
 
11-16 
Change made. 
 
11-17 
Text changed to read “As described in the Mitigation and Monitoring section 
below”. Page numbers are not referenced due to formatting. 
 
11-18 
Text revised 
 
11-19 
Refer to response 2-1. The Airport Authority has not voiced concerned 
regarding the northwestern corner of the airport property. 
 
11-20 
As discussed in the Proposed Action, the potential for wildfire from 
transmission lines is extremely low. While fuel loading may be greater under  
other alternatives, the hazard of an ignition is negligible across alternatives. 
 
11-21 
Text Added. 

11-24 

11-26 

11-27 

11-28 

11-29 

11-30 

11-31 

11-32 

11-33 

11-34 

11-25 
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11-22 
The text in Chapter 3, under the Recreation and Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern-Washoe County section has been changed to state, 
“There are several tracts of BLM land in the project area that have been 
designated for disposal for use by state and local government through the 
Recreation and Public Purposes Act (Figure 3-9). For example The lands 
designated for disposal at the Spanish Springs Airport lease location have been 
added to the Recreation and Public Purposes (R&PP) designation. The airport 
lease will continue until such time as the airport is not compatible with the 
surrounding development or interest in continued airport operation ceases. 
These lands will then be managed consistent with an R&PP designation (BLM 
2001).” In addition, figures 3-8 and 3-9 have been revised to identify the 
locations of these R&PP designations. 
 
11-23 
Cost estimates for land acquisitions have been added to this section and the 
DEIS table 2-3. 
 
11-24 
The sentence has been deleted and replaced with estimated cost values.  
 
11-25 
Text has been revised to state “...The Alternative Sugarloaf Substation could 
have a minor effect on property values because the adjacency of an electrical 
substation adjacent to a residential use could affect property values.  This 
effect is expected to be minor because of the large size of the residential 
property adjacent to the alternative substation site and because the substation 
would utilize low-profile equipment where feasible.” 

11-26 
Change Made 
 
11-27 
Text in table 4-31 has been revised to read: “The Tracy to Silver Lake 
Transmission Line Route could become a designated regional utility corridor, 
and other utilities or expanded electrical service could be encouraged.” 

11-35 

11-36 

11-37 

11-38 



 Final EIS for the Proposed Tracy to Silver Lake 120 kV Transm
ission Line 

H
-41 

Public C
om

m
ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

11-28 
Refer to table 2-1 in the document. Table 2-1 will remain in the Final EIS. 
 
11-29 
The composite map has been added to the summary section of the document. 
 
11-30 
The FEIS will identify the preferred alternative. The ROD will spell out which 
mitigation measures will be implemented. 
 
11-31 
The Northern Alternative was developed from public input during the scoping 
process. It has been deemed a viable alternative and therefore must be 
included in the final EIS. 
 
11-32 
Comment noted. 
 
11-33 
Comment noted 
 
11-34 
Refer to response 11-4.  
 
11-35 
Comment noted. 
 
11-36 
Comment noted. Refer to Response 2-1. 
 
11-37 
Comment noted. Refer to Response 2-1. 
 
11-38 
Attachments are the same as Letters 2 and 3. Refer to responses 2-1 through 
3-2. 
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12-1 
Comment noted. See Chapter 1 under "Purpose and Need" section. 
 
12-2 
Comment noted.  As stated in the beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a 
mitigation measure intended reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be 
identified in the Record of Decision. 
 
12-3 
Comment noted.  
 
 
12-4 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 

12-2 

12-3 

12-4 

12-1 

Letter 
12 
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12-5 
Comment noted.  12-5 

12-4 
cont'd 
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13-1 

13-2 

13-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13-1 
Refer to comment 10-6. 
 
 
13-2 
In response to this and other public comments the Calle de la Plata route has 
been adjusted 1000 feet to the south. The adjustment will avoid the 
Petroglyphs within Griffith Canyon. 
 
 
13-3 
In response to this and other public comments, the Calle de la Plata route has 
been adjusted to avoid impacts to the viewshed from Reno Sparks Indian 
Colony in Hungry Valley. 

Letter 
13 
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13-4 

13-6 

13-5 

13-3 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13-4 
The Cumulative Impacts section considers the possibility of future utility 
development along the selected route. 
 
 
 
13-5 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
13-6 
Refer to response 10-44. 
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14-1 

Letter 
14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14-1 
Comment noted- All six alternatives (excluding the No Action Alternative) 
were developed from public input during the scoping process. Each alternative 
has been deemed a viable alternative and therefore must be included in the 
final EIS. The final selected route will take into account community concerns 
such as socioeconomics and aircraft safety. 
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14-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14-2 
Refer to response 2-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14-3 
The Attachment is the same as Letter 2-1. Refer to response 2-1. 

14-3 
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Letter 
15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15-1 
Comment noted. 
 
15-2 
Comment noted. 

15-1 

15-2 
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Letter 
16 
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16-1 

16-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-1 
The DEIS provides the most conservative analysis of structures within 150 
feet from the transmission line centerline.   The ROD will identify mitigation 
measures that will be implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-2 
Refer to response 11-23.  
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16-2 
Cont’d 

16-3 

16-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-3 
Per RUCR the decision makers will assess the tradeoffs of the project. The 
basis for their decision will be documented in the Record of Decision.  
 
 
 
16-4 
Per the input received from the CABs and during the scoping process, the 
Existing Corridor Alternative was added and analyzed as a viable option. We 
concur that any rate adjustments must go through the PUC. 
 
 
 
16-5 
As discussed in Chapter 2 of the EIS, based upon the third party analysis of 
construction line costs, undergrounding would be approximately 1.69 million 
dollars per mile. Because rate increases have to go through the PUC, it cannot 
be forecasted as to what the actual change in homeowner bills would be. The 
actual change in each homeowner bill would not be proportional to the 
difference between overhead and underground line costs. 

16-5 
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16-5 
Cont’d 

16-6 

16-7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-6 
Refer to response 11-23. 
 
 
 
 
16-7 
Refer to response 11-20. Placing a monetary value on uncertain circumstances 
would be speculative.  
 
 
 
16-8 
As a cooperating agency, Washoe County is responsible for determining 
conformance of the DEIS with the County Plans. The analysis in the DEIS is 
consistent and in conformance with the Washoe County Comprehensive Plan. 
In addition, other alternatives and mitigation measures as described in the 
Draft EIS can or may resolve the impacts. 

16-8 
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16-9 

16-10 

16-11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-9 
Comment noted.  
 
 
16-10 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
16-11 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
16-12 
Residual impacts to water resources after mitigation are provided in the DEIS 
page 4-18. The ROD will document which mitigation measures will be 
implemented. 16-12 
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16-13 

16-14 

16-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-13 
Photos have been added to show the visual difference between an 
underground transition structure and a overhead transmission line pole. Refer 
to Figure 4-1 for potential underground mitigation locations. Transition 
structures would be required at both ends of the undergrounding sections. 
Mitigation measures that will be implemented will be identified in the Record 
of Decision. 
 
 
16-14 
Chapter 1 has been revised to delete “where feasible”. Mitigation measures 
that will be implemented will be identified in the Record of Decision. 
 
 
16-15 
The Calle de la Plata Alternative has been added. Refer to response 9-1. 
 
 
16-16 
A Draft EIS presents potential mitigation, but does not require or commit an 
applicant of a project to implementation. Mitigation is finalized in the Record 
of Decision. Costs for land acquisition has been added to table 2-3 and 
Chapter 4 under the “Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice” section. 
 
Text has been added to Chapter 4 in the “Socioeconomics and Environmental 
Justice” section to state, “Properties adjacent to the proposed action or 
alternatives that do not require easement acquisition could have a perceived  
indirect impact; however, this impact is based on personal preference and is 
not quantifiable.” 

16-16 
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16-16 
cont’d 

16-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-17 
The Existing Corridor Alternative was evaluated to comply with the 
requirements of RUCR. The decision to determine the preferred alternative 
will be made by the BLM and the cooperating agencies.  
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16-18 

16-19 

16-20 

 
 
 
 
16-18 
The proposed action is to establish a transmission line route and not a 
designated utility corridor. The DEIS incorporates RUCR guidance. 
The NEPA process is a public disclosure solicitation process.    
Public input from scoping and the review of the DEIS helps decision makers 
make this determination. 
 
16-19 
Impacts from a new corridor are discussed as a potential cumulative impact in 
Chapter 4.  
 
 
 
16-20 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
16-21 
Comment noted. 
 
16-22 
As discussed in chapter 4 mitigation monitoring measures are as follows: 
“Construction activities on slopes greater than 15 percent would be required to 
comply with the Washoe County hillside development ordinance provisions 
for developing, preserving, and protecting hillsides and ridgelines, and fill 
slopes should not exceed a maximum ratio of 3:1.”  

16-21 

16-22 
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16-23 

16-26 

16-27 

 
 
 
 
16-23 
Comment noted. 
 
16-24 
The Reno-Stead Airport Substation is needed to support the future 
developments planned in the area by the Airport Authority of Washoe County. 
Refer to Chapter 1, Purpose and Need. 
 
16-25 
Refer to Response 11-4. 
 
16-26 
In Chapter 1, under the “Purpose of and Need for the Proposed Action” the 
benefits of the project are identified. Text has been revised to clarify that the 
Stead area is meant to include the North Valley residents. 
 
16-27 
The public safety issue described in this paragraph is not significant. There are 
other roads or access that parallel La Posada and could be used to access this 
area. Also as discussed in Chapter 4, “a particular public safety issue that was 
raised involves La Posada. The Proposed Action would place transmission 
lines on the southern side of the west-east trending La Posada; the eastern end 
of La Posada is a dead end. If a utility pole falls northward across La Posada, 
residents and emergency services would have difficulty accessing or leaving the 
area east of the fallen utility pole. This is not expected to be a major impact, 
because the project would be replacing utility poles and lines that are already 
along the southern side of La Posada; therefore, there would be no change to 
the existing environment. Also, the land to the north of La Posada is 
undeveloped and relatively flat and could be used by vehicles to drive off-road 
and around a fallen utility pole. Furthermore, SPPCo’s construction, operation, 
and maintenance plan, as discussed above, would identify procedures to follow 
to protect access past construction and maintenance activities along La 
Posada.” 

16-25 

16-24 
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16-28 

16-29 

16-30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
16-28 
The following has been added to the Chapter 3 paragraph before the “Land 
Use-Proposed Action” section: "The North Valleys, Spanish Springs, Sun 
Valley, and Truckee Canyon Area Plans, state that utilities such as electrical 
lines should be placed underground. The Warm Springs Area Plan states that 
electrical lines should be placed underground to the maximum practicable 
extent possible (Washoe County 2003a)." 
 
16-29 
See Chapter 1, Project History. The FEIS  includes this corrected reference. 
 
16-30 
Refer to response 14-17. 
 
16-31 
The Public Utility Commission of Nevada through its rules and regulations 
determines the cost allocation of new infrastructure. The following text has 
been added to Chapter 2: “Electric rate structures are determined by Public 
Utility Commission of Nevada.” Refer to response 14-5. 

16-31 
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17-1 

17-2 

17-3 

Letter 
17 

17-1 
As discussed in Chapter 1, Project History, public input requested that this 
EIS include all connected actions, whether for immediate or future 
implementation. In addition, Chapter 1 states: “The proposed 120 kV 
extension from the proposed Sugarloaf Substation (south of Sparks) to the 
Silver Lake Substation (in the Stead area) would fortify the system by 
providing a power connection to the area that has adequate capacity to 
accommodate prevailing and anticipated demand in the area and to improve 
system reliability for contingency situations.”  In addition, the Airport 
Authority of Washoe County identified future growth in their master plan and 
the ECI report used land use planning as part of their forecast for load 
demand (refer to Chapter 1, “Relationship to BLM and Non-BLM Policies, 
Plans, and Programs”).  Cooperating agencies played an integral role in 
development of the DEIS. 
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17-5 

17-6 

17-7 

17-2 
Refer to Response 16-1. The ECI report is publicly available on the BLM 
CCFO website (www.nv.blm.gov/carson). The project area as depicted in 
Figure 1-1 of the DEIS is the service area. 
 
17-3 
Refer to Response 16-1. 
 
17-4 
Refer to Response 16-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17-5 
Once the final route is decided for the 120 kV Transmission Line project a 
detailed COM plan can be developed. The COM plan is based on the final 
design and routing determined through the ROD. 
 
 
17-6 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
17-7 
This alternative was developed to address the different land ownership 
patterns (BLM versus Airport Authority of Washoe County). There is no 
defined service area for this substation; however, as discussed in Chapter 1 it is 
proposed to address the identified future need of the Airport Authority of 
Washoe County. 

17-4 

17-3 
cont’d 
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17-8 

17-9 

17-10 

17-8 
The Proposed Action and alternatives cover approximately 34 to 46 miles of 
transmission line. The ROI for the Socioeconomics section was defined to 
include all areas affected by the length of the final route selected in the FEIS. 
By using county statistics, the affected environment section can show impacts 
for the whole project. All local and county plans are incorporated by reference 
and contain specific data  
 
17-9 
Comment noted. 
 
17-10 
The information provided in table 4-5 is also identified in table 2-3. Table 2-3 
is now referenced in the summary. The following has been added as a footnote 
to Table 4-5: “Analysis does not include permitted but not built structures due 
to a lack of site-specific data.” 
 
17-11 
Refer to Table 2-3. 
 
17-12 
For the FEIS, the following has been added at the end of the first paragraph 
of DEIS page 4-5: “At locations where RUCR Policy 2.3.6.5 would not be 
met, SPPCo would petition to receive a variance, conduct mitigation (see the 
Mitigation and Monitoring Measures section), or purchase at fair market value 
the structures within the 150-foot boundary.” The first sentence of the first 
paragraph under Mitigation and Monitoring Measures on page 4-8 has been 
changed to: “At locations where the RUCR’s 150-foot separation policy 
(Policy 2.3.6.5) would not be met (for separation between 120-kV overhead 
utilities and residential developments, schools, daycare facilities, and healthcare 
facilities), and where SPPCo does not receive a variance or purchase at fair 
market value the structures within the 150-foot boundary, mitigation would be 
conducted.” The second sentence of this paragraph has been deleted. As 
stated on page 4-5 of the DEIS (first paragraph), the exact structures within 
the 150-foot corridor of the selected transmission route will be identified 
during the easement acquisition process prior to implementation. As such, 
exact mitigation at exact locations cannot be determined until route selection, 
although Figure 4-1 does identify those structures where mitigation is 
identified. 

17-11 

17-12 

17-13 

17-14 

17-15 
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17-15 
cont’d 

17-16 

17-17 

 
17-13 
Refer to response 16-12. Mitigation that will be required will be identified in 
the ROD. 
 
17-14 
Comment noted. 
 
17-15 
The text has been changed to identify seismic impacts as “negligible”. Worst 
case analysis is no longer required for NEPA. 
 
17-16 
The BLM requires the use of KOPs for analyzing visual impacts on BLM land. 
No KOP was prepared for this area because the transmission line does not 
cross BLM land. Figure F3b in Appendix F of the DEIS provided a simulation 
of a switchback road. 
 
17-17 
The project area as depicted in Figure 1-1 of the DEIS is the service area. 
Refer to response to 16-1.  
 
17-18 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
17-19 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
17-20 
Cumulative projects are defined in Chapter 4, Cumulative Impacts. This 
definition has also been added to the glossary. 

17-18 

17-19 

17-20 
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17-21 

17-22 

17-23 

 
17-21 
Chapter 1 states that: “The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide 
reliable electrical capacity to the Spanish Springs Valley and Stead areas. 
Residential and commercial growth in these areas continues to increase, 
resulting in an increased demand for electricity beyond the capacity of the 
existing electrical supply systems.” The residential and commercial growths 
that the statement refers to include the projects identified in table 4-31. 
 
17-22 
 
The North Valley Water Project and housing project are currently being 
analyzed and will include socioeconomic impact analyses. 
 
 
 
17-23 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
17-24 
The BLM is not in the position to analyze decisions already made regarding 
urban growth through local land use planning. This growth is identified in the 
local and regional plans. Additionally, as noted in Table 4-31 of the DEIS, 
specific developments have already been approved. 
 
 
17-25 
None of the land around Silver Lake is public land. Refer to response 16-24. 
The Army Corps of Engineers administers wetlands. 
 
17-26 
As discussed in Chapter 1, the Proposed Action is in response to projected 
future growth as outlined in local master plans.  Because this growth is 
planned for and currently occurring, the cumulative determination is the local 
economy and social systems are in place to accommodate it. 
 
 

17-24 

17-25 

17-26 
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17-27 

17-28 

17-29 

17-27 
See Chapter 1, Project History. 
 
17-28 
Refer to response 16-1. 
 
17-29 
Comment noted. 
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18-1 

Letter 
18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18-1 
Comment noted. 
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18-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18-2 
Comment noted. All five alternatives to the Proposed Action (excluding the 
No Action Alternative) were developed from public input during the scoping 
process. Each alternative has been deemed a viable alternative and therefore 
must be included in the final EIS. The final selected route will take into 
account community concerns such as aesthetics and property values. 
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Letter 
19 
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19-1 

19-2 

19-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19-1 
SPPCo is funding third-party consultant analysis of issues in cooperation with 
KKOH to determine any impacts and mitigation measures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19-2 
Refer to response 18-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
19-3 
Refer to response 18-1. 
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19-3 
cont’d 

19-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
19-4 
Refer to response 18-1. 
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20-1 

20-2 

Letter 
20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20-1 
Refer to response 11-1. 
 
 
 
 
20-2 
Comment noted. 
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20-3 

20-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20-3 
As discussed in Chapter 2, the Bordertown substation is not viable. 
 
 
 
20-4 
The existing 60 kV line from North Valley Road along old North Virginia 
Street to Stead was upgraded to a 120 kV in 2001 as part of a routine system 
upgrade. The upgrade did not require additional environmental analyses or a 
Special Use Permit to be upgraded. The proposed action will tie into the 
stretch of line to complete the loop as described in the purpose and need.  
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21-1 

Letter 
21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21-1 
Comment noted. The Proposed Action was identified by Sierra Pacific Power 
Company in their Right-Of-Way application to the BLM. All five alternatives 
(excluding the No Action Alternative) were developed from public input 
during the scoping process. Each alternative has been deemed a viable 
alternative and therefore must be included in the final EIS. The final selected 
route will take into account community concerns such as aesthetics and 
property values. 
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Letter 
22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22-1 
Comment noted.  

22-1 
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23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23-1 
If  an alternative is selected that routes the line thru the Broken Hills property, 
Sierra would consult with the property owner prior to placement of that line to 
ensure that any conflicts are mitigated. 

23-1 
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Letter 
24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24-1 
Text changed to read: New overhead electrical transmission corridors and 
facilities (60-kV or larger) proposed on public lands would be discouraged in 
favor of: 

· using existing corridors,  

· routing on private land,  

· constructing lines underground,  

· utilizing low EMF  or low-visibility designs; 

 or implementing off-site mitigation.  
 
24-2 
Specific mitigation measures to be implemented will be identified in the ROD. 
 
24-3 
Text revised. 

24-1 

24-2 

24-3 
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24-4 
Text remains. The word “ruderal” refers to a specific habitat type. The 
sentence did not refer to a rural area. 
 
24-5 
Text revised. 
 
24-6 
Table 2-3 has been added to the Summary. Transmission line reliability miles 
have been added to table 2-3.  
 
24-7 
The following text has been added to Chapter 1: “At the end of the 60 day 
Public Comment Period on the Draft EIS, the BLM and cooperating agencies 
will collectively respond to comments and produce a Final EIS. Within the 
Final EIS the cooperating agencies will work to identify a  preferred alternative 
based on the consistencies with the plans and policies of the individual 
jurisdictions. The BLM will evaluate the suggested preferred alternative routes 
from the cooperating agencies and finalize an overall final preferred route for 
the project. The preferred route will be identified in the ROD.” 
 
24-8 
Text rewritten. 
 
24-9 
The number of acres is based on an average to obtain a total area of 
disturbance for each alternative. The actual COM plan will provide more 
specific areas of disturbance. The calculations presented in table 2-4 of 
temporary disturbance included a wide range of variability to account for 
different site conditions.  
 
24-10 
Refer to response 23-6. 

24-4 

24-9 

24-8 

24-7 

24-6 

24-5 

24-10 
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24-11 
Comment noted. 
 
24-12 
The definitions of mitigation in the RUCR are incorporated by reference. 
 
24-13 
The Proposed Sugarloaf Substation, Proposed Reno Stead Airport Substation, 
and Alternative Reno Stead Airport Substation are not within 150 feet of any 
occupied or inhabited structures that are part of residential developments, 
schools, daycare facilities, or healthcare facilities. The Alternative Sugarloaf 
Substation is within 150 feet of two structures, which may be occupied or 
inhabited structures and part of residential developments, schools, daycare 
facilities, or healthcare facilities.  If so, mitigation would be required per RUCR 
Policy 2.3.6.5.  Table 4-1 has been changed to show major impacts for the 
Alternate Sugarloaf Substation.  Table 4-5 has been updated to include the 
four potential substations.  The following has been added at the end of the 
Alternative Sugarloaf Substation - Land Use paragraph on page 4-8 of the 
Draft EIS: "As shown in Table 4-5, there are two structures within 150 feet of 
the proposed substation (or transmission line centerline), which violates Policy 
2.3.6.5 and would therefore constitute a major impact. Whether or not the two 
structures qualify would be identified during the easement acquisition process 
prior to implementation. At locations where Policy 2.3.6.5 would not be met, 
SPPCo would petition and receive a variance, conduct mitigation (see the 
Mitigation and Monitoring Measures section), or purchase at fair market value 
the structures within the 150-foot boundary." 
 
24-14 
The sentence has been deleted. 
 
24-15 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 

24-11 

24-16 

24-17 

24-15 

24-14 

24-13 

24-12 
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24-25 

24-16 
Based on conversations with USFWS, NDOW, BLM resource personnel, and 
upon review of other similar EIS documents the buffer of 1 -mile for other 
raptors was determined to be excessive.  We feel that reducing the buffer to 
0.25 mile is sufficient and would result in no change to impacts. 
 
24-17 
Refer to response 8-3. 
 
24-18 
Page 4-41 and Page 4-45 text was revised.  
 
24-19 
SPPCo will have to submit their application to FAA. 
 
24-20 
Comment noted. FAA will make final determination. 
 
24-21 
Text deleted. 
 
24-22 
Text added. 
 
24-23 
Comment noted. 
 
24-24 
Text has been changed to state that “Herbicide use on BLM lands in Nevada is 
covered by the Vegetation Treatment on BLM Lands in Thirteen Western 
States Final Environmental Impact Statement (1991).” 
 
24-25 
Text revised. 
 
 

24-17 
cont’d 

24-18 

24-19 

24-20 

24-21 

24-22 
24-23 

24-24 
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25-1 

26-2 

Letter 
25 

26-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
25-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26-1 
See Table 2-1 from the DEIS for the estimated cost of undergrounding a 120-
kV line. The total coast is different for undergrounding between a 25-kV line 
and a 120-kV line. 
 
 
26-2 
This comment is beyond the scope of this DEIS. 

Letter 
26 
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27-2 

Letter 
27 

27-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27-2 
The BLM received a ROW application for a transmission line. The DEIS is an 
analysis of the impacts associated with constructing that powerline. Although, 
socioeconomics and costs are a factor in the analysis, they are not the main 
driving forces behind the environmental analysis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
27-3 
Refer to response 11-23. 
 27-3 
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28-2 

Letter 
28 

28-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
28-2 
Fire and smoke have been added to Table A-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28-3 
Comment noted. 28-3 
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29-2 

Letter 
29 

29-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
29-2 
A map delineating existing transmission lines versus distribution lines has been 
added to Chapter 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29-3 
Refer to Response 27-2. 

29-3 
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30-2 

Letter 
30 

30-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
30-2 
Comment noted. 
 
30-3 
Comment noted. 
 
30-4 
Information has been added to Appendix A, Table A-1 to highlight difference 
of fire with underground and overhead structures. 
 
 
 
 
 
30-5 
Comment noted. 

30-5 

30-4 

30-3 
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31-2 

Letter 
31 

31-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31-1 
Refer to response 15-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31-2 
Refer to response 15-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31-3 
 
Upgrading the existing Silver Lake Substation has been added to Chapter 2 of 
the document under the “Alternatives Considered but Eliminated” section. 

31-3 
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31-4 

 
 
 
 
31-4 
Refer to response 11-1. The proposed action has been revised so that a wall 
would be constructed. 
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32-2 

Letter 
32 

32-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
32-2 
Comment noted. 
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32-4 

32-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32-3 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
 
 
32-4 
 
This paragraph acknowledges that there is a process for designating a 
transmission line route as a utility corridor. 
 
 
32-5 
Comment noted. 
 

32-2 
Cont’d 

32-5 
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33-2 

Letter 
33 

33-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33-1 
Refer to response 15-1.  
 
 
33-2 
Refer to response 11-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33-3 
Refer to response 11-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33-4 
Comment noted. 

33-3 

33-4 
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33-5 

33-4 
Cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33-5 
The purpose of the ECI report was to address concerns raised during public 
scoping regarding the timing and location of the Sugarloaf substation. 
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34-2 

Letter 
34 

34-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
34-1 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
34-2 
Table 43-1 has been revised to state, “The Tracy to Silver Lake corridor could 
become a designated regional utility corridor...and other utilities or expanded 
electrical service could be encouraged.” 
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35-2 

Letter 
35 

35-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35-1 
The Pole pictured in figure F1b is the correct pole that Sierra would place at 
that location. Pictures of typical steel angled poles have, however, been added 
to the document under Chapter 2, to give the reader a sense of what each type 
of steel angled pole looks like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35-2 
Refer to response 33-1. 
 
 
35-3 
The KOP simulations in Appendix F show the proposed poles with lines and 
accessories.  
 
 
 
35-4 
Comment noted. 
 

35-3 

35-4 
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36-2 

Letter 
36 

36-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36-1 
Comment noted. The BLM and the cooperating agencies conducted an 
extensive internal and public scoping process to develop a full range of viable 
alternatives. In addition, the BLM and cooperating agencies developed an 
evaluation criteria to determine if alternatives were reasonable for 
consideration in the DEIS. Refer to Chapter 2 under the “Alternatives to the 
Proposed Action” section.  
 
36-2 
Comment noted. 
 
36-3 
The ECI report represents the absolute conservative representation of the cost 
of undergounding transmission lines per 3 mile section. As stated in the DEIS, 
the report was produced as a result of an independent analysis directed by and 
provided for the BLM for this project, not Sierra Pacific Power Company. 

36-3 
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36-4 

36-3 
cont'd 

 
36-4 
Refer to response 34-3.  The BLM contacted ECI Inc. (an independent 
contractor) on February 26, 2004 and confirmed that the $23 linear foot cost 
of underground cable was “close” to their estimated cost. 
 
36-5 
The BLM contacted ECI Inc. (an independent contractor) to determine the 
estimated price of steel angled poles on February 26, 2004. The estimated total 
cost is $40,000-$60,000 per location; however ECI indicated that a power 
company would try to design the layout of the final route to avoid the need for 
these. The 2003 ECI report includes 7 “running angle wood poles” and 3 
“dead end angle wood poles, which use guy wires. The running angle poles are 
used when the angle change is a few degrees.  The dead end angle pole is used 
to handle greater changes in angle, like 90 degrees. These angle poles, however, 
use quy wires which greatly reduce the costs and allow for use of wood.  If 
they were steel they would be more expensive, but cost less to maintain and 
last longer.  The determination to use wood vs. steel is based on costs and 
visual aesthetics. SPPC has not indicated how many, if any, of the free 
standing steel angle poles they would be required to utilize. It is assumed, 
however, once the final route is chosen, to reduce cost, the least amount of 
steel angled poles would be utilized and the increase in cost would not be 
significantly altered from the cost estimate provided by ECI. Refer to response 
33-1.  
 
36-6 
Comment noted. 
 
36-7 
The Cost figures identified in the EIS were developed by a third party 
contractor (ECI) and found to be accurate for use in the EIS. 
 
36-8 
Comment noted. 
 
 

36-6 

36-7 

36-8 

36-9 

36-5 
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36-10 

36-9 
cont'd 

36-9 
Refer to DEIS Table 2-3, assumption number 2.  
The ROW requested by SPPco to the BLM for the proposed overhead line 
was 40 feet. On February 26, 2004 the BLM contact ECI Inc. (an independent 
contractor) and asked what width is required for an underground 120 kV line. 
ECI answered as such, “ It would not be too different.  You need to take into 
account the access road for maintenance as well as provide adequate space for 
the vault.  It may be less, but not significantly less.” 
 
36-10 
The comment is beyond the scope of the document. 
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Letter 
37 
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37-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
37-1 
Tetra Tech has updated table 2-3, now table 2-4 to identify structures within 
150 feet of the alternatives within the two phases of the individual routes. 
 
37-2 
The number of parcel easements required are provided in table 2-3. 
 
37-3 
A map has been produced to display the existing transmission line areas versus 
the existing distribution line areas, and has been added to Chapter 2. Refer to 
Figure 1-2 for existing Regional Utility Corridors within the project area. 
 
37-4 
Comment noted.  
 
37-5 
The Proposed Alternative “Route A” is the same as the Existing Corridor 
Alternative with the exception of the bit of land along BLM land from the 
Spanish Springs Substation to the Foothills Alternative to eventually connect 
with the Proposed Sugarloaf Substation. The purpose of using Pyramid 
Highway in the Existing Corridor Alternative was to utilize an already 
disturbed area with an existing distribution line. Proposed Alternative Route A 
would add another line to an undisturbed area and therefore was not included 
in this analysis.  

37-5 

37-4 

37-3 
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37-7 

37-6 37-6 
Table A-1 provides a general frequency of failure comparison of underground 
vs. overhead transmission lines. 
 
37-7 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
37-8 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
37-9 
Text added to Section 4, Public Health and Safety that discusses the potential 
for wildfire ignition and SPPCo's actions to minimize wildfires. 
 
 
37-10 
Comment noted. 
 
37-11 
Refer to response 35-9. 
 
37-12 
Comment noted. 

37-9 

37-10 

37-11 

37-12 

37-8 
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37-13 

37-12 
cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
37-13 
Refer to response 35-5. 
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37-15 

37-14 
37-14 
Text has been rewritten in Chapter 2 to describe the outside of the substations 
as such, “The site would be surrounded by a wall. The site would be finish 
graded, gravel surfacing would be installed, and disturbed areas would be 
revegetated. Landscaping would be consistent with the surrounding area.” 

37-15 
The following has been added to the Chapter 3 paragraph before the “Land 
Use-Proposed Action” section: "The North Valleys, Spanish Springs, Sun 
Valley, and Truckee Canyon Area Plans, state that utilities such as electrical 
lines should be placed underground. The Warm Springs Area Plan states that 
electrical lines should be placed underground to the maximum practicable 
extent possible (Washoe County 2003a)." 
  
37-16 
Comment noted.  
  
37-17 
Refer to response 35-15. 
 
37-18 
Comment noted.  
 
37-19 
Comment noted. 
 
37-20 
Comment noted.  
 
37-21 
Comment noted.  

37-16 

37-17 

37-21 

37-22 

37-23 

37-18 

37-19 

37-20 

37-24 
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37-22 
Comment noted. 
 
37-23 
Comment noted.  
 
37-24 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
38 

38-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
38-1 
Table 43-1 has been revised to state, “The Tracy to Silver Lake corridor could 
become a designated regional utility corridor...and other utilities or expanded 
electrical service could be encouraged.” 
 
 
38-2 
Comment noted. Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the 
“Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section. In addition, the Calle de la Plata 
Alternative added the route dip in Hungry Valley to address any impacts that 
might affect the view shed from the RSIC. 
 
38-3 
Comment noted. Impacts to cultural and religious sites are discussed in 
chapter 4 under the “Cultural Resources and Paleontology” section. The final 
selected route will take into account the varying degrees of impacts to all 
resources, including cultural resources. 
 
38-4 
Comment noted. A Reclamation Plan has been identified in Appendix B. 
 
 

38-1 

38-3 
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Letter 
39 

39-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
39-1 
Comment noted. Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the 
“Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section. The final selected route will take 
into account the varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including visual 
resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
39-2 
SOPs will incorporate all facilities into the Spanish Springs Flood Mitigation 
Project. 
 



Final EIS for the Proposed Tracy to Silver Lake 120 kV Transm
ission Line 

H
-123 

Public C
om

m
ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

Public C
om

m
ents and Responses 

39-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
39-3 
Comment noted. Refer to response 10-1. 
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40-2 

Letter 
40 

40-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40-1 
Comment noted.  
 
40-2 
Comment noted.  
 
40-3 
Comment noted.  
 
40-4 
Comment noted.  
 
40-5 
Comment noted.  
 
40-6 
Comment noted.  

40-3 

40-4 

40-5 

40-6 
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Letter 
41 

41-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
41-1 
Comment noted.  
 
41-2 
Comment noted.  
 
41-3 
Comment noted.  
 
41-4 
Comment noted.  

 

41-5 
Comment noted. As stated in the beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a 
mitigation measure identified to reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be 
identified as part of the final selected route. 
 
 
 

41-3 

41-4 

41-5 
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Letter 
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42-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
42-1 
Comment noted.  
 
42-2 
Comment noted.  
 
 
42-3 
Comment noted. 
 
 
42-4 
Comment noted.  

42-3 

42-4 
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42-5 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
43 

43-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
43-1 
Comment noted. 
 
43-2 
Comment noted.  
 
43-3 
Comment noted.  
 

43-3 
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44-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
44-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-1 
Comment noted.  
 

Letter 
45 

45-1 
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Letter 
46 

46-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
46-2 
Comment noted. The SPPCo engineers would design the 120 kV transmission 
line poles according to the Electric Safety Code “C2-2002” as approved by the 
American National Standards Institute. 
 
 
 
 
46-3 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
46-4 
Comment noted.  46-4 

46-3 
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46-5 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
47 

47-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
47-1 
Refer to response 2-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
47-2 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
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48-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
48-1 
Comment noted.  
 
48-2 
Comment noted.  
 
48-3 
Comment noted.  
 
48-4 
Comment noted.  

48-2 

48-3 
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49 

49-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
49-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
49-2 
Comment noted.  
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50-1 
Refer to response 10-1. 
 
50-2 
Comment noted.  
 
50-3 
Comment noted.  
 
50-4 
Comment noted.  

50-3 

50-4 
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51-1 
Comment noted.  
 
51-2 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
52-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
52-2 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
52-3 
Comment noted.  

Letter 
52 

52-2 

52-1 

52-3 
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Letter 
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53-1 
Comment noted. 
 
53-2 
Comment noted. 
 
53-3 
Comment noted.  53-3 
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Comment noted.  
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55-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
55-2 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
55-3 
Comment noted.  

55-3 
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56-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
56-2 
Comment noted.  
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57-1 
Comment noted.  
 
57-2 
Comment noted.  
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57-3 
Comment noted.  
 
57-4 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
57-5 
Comment noted.  57-5 
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Comment noted.  
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58-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
58-2 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
58-3 
Comment noted.  

58-3 
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58-4 

 
 
 
 
58-4 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
58-5 
An impact analysis of OHV use on maintenance roads is provided in chapter 4 
under the “Recreation and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern” section. 
The final selected route will take into account the varying degrees of impacts 
to all resources, including OHV use. 
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59-1 
Comment noted. 
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60-1 
Refer to response 2-1. 
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61-1 
Comment noted. Refer to Response 2-1. In addition, As stated in the 
beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a mitigation measure intended to 
reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be identified in the Record of Decision. 
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62-1 
Comment noted. Refer to Response 59-1. 
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63-1 
Comment noted.  
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64-1 
Comment noted.  
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65-1 
Comment noted.  
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66-1 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
67 

67-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
67-1 
Comment noted.  
 
67-2 
Comment noted.  
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67-3 
Comment noted. As stated in the beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a 
mitigation measure intended to reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be 
identified in the Record of Decision. 
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68-1 
Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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Letter 
70 

70-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
70-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
70-2 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
71 

71-3 

71-1 

71-4 

71-5 

71-6 

71-7 

 
 
 
 
71-1 
Comment noted.  
 
71-2 
The City of Sparks Master plan encourages the undergrounding of 
transmission lines, it does not require it. 
 
71-3 
As discussed in Chapter 2 of the EIS, based upon the third party analysis of 
construction line costs, undergrounding would be approximately 1.69 million 
dollars per mile. It is impossible to determine what varying costs would be if a 
route was chosen with partial undergrounding and partial overhead 
transmission lines without knowing the final selected route. For this reason, 
Table 2-1 identifies a general comparative cost per mile for all possible 
alternatives.  
 
71-4 
Any reference to an existing distribution line along Rockwell Boulevard has 
been taken out of the text. 
 
71-5 
Text changed to read, “The Southern Alternative would follow the same route 
as the Proposed Action from the Tracy Power Plant, along the Rocketdyne 
line, La Posada, and north along the east side of Pyramid Highway, to the 
proposed Sugarloaf Substation.” 
 
71-6 
The Granite Pit site is indeed south of the La Posada and Pyramid Highway 
intersection, however, it would be located north of the existing Spanish 
Springs Substation, and therefore the text reads correctly. 
 
71-7 
Comment noted. 
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Letter 
72 

72-1 

73-2 

Letter 
73 

73-1 

73-3 

73-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
72-1 
Comment noted. 
 
72-2 
Refer to response 71-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
73-1 
According to BLM files, the airport lease states that the length of the runway is 
3017 feet.  
 
73-2 
Comment noted. Refer to response 2-1. In addition, As stated in the beginning 
of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a mitigation measure intended to reduce 
impacts, and if applicable, will be identified in the Record of Decision. 
 
73-3 
Comment noted. Refer to the response 2-1 and response 60-1. 
 
73-4 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
74 

74-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
74-1 
Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the “Aesthetic 
Resources and Noise” section. Safety impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 
4 under the “Public Health and Safety” section. The final selected route will 
take into account the varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including 
visual and public health and safety. 
 
74-2 
The Draft EIS was presented to the Sparks Planning Commission on 
December 18, 2003 and to the Sparks City Council on January 12, 2004. 
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75-1 
Comment noted. Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the 
“Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section. The final selected route will take 
into account the varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including aesthetic 
resources. 
 
 
 
75-2 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
76 

76-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
76-1 
Comment noted. 
 
76-2 
The only alternative that would come close to the property at 8610 Matterhorn 
Boulevard is the Northern Alternative. The line along the Northern 
Alternative route would be located a distance of approximately five 10-acre 
parcels from the property. Visual impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 
under the “Aesthetic Resources and Noise” section. The final selected route 
will take into account the varying degrees of impacts to all resources, including 
aesthetic resources. 
 
76-3 
As stated in the beginning of Chapter 4, undergrounding is a mitigation 
measure intended to reduce impacts, and if applicable, will be identified in the 
Record of Decision. 
 
76-4 
As discussed in Chapter 2, “SPPCo would provide financial compensation to 
private property owners when acquiring an easement, as determined by a 
qualified appraiser, by negotiation, or the courts. The appraisal process would 
include identifying the direct cost of purchasing an easement from a property 
owner and, where necessary, a calculation and compensation for consequential 
losses incurred on the remaining property as a result of power line 
construction”.  
 
76-5 
See Chapter 2, under the Proposed Action section, 4th and 5th Paragraphs. The 
first phase is estimated to be completed in the year 2005 and the second phase 
is estimated to be started in the year 2009. 

76-3 

76-4 

76-5 
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Letter 
77 

77-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
77-1 
The BLM's Visual Resource Management (VRM) system was used to analyze 
potential visual impacts to BLM land from the proposed project. The VRM 
system for analyzing potential visual impacts is applicable to only BLM land. 
The impacts were analyzed from Key Observation Points and took into 
consideration the form, line, color, and texture of the land/water, vegetation, 
and structures. The impacts to non-BLM land were analyzed based on local 
area plans and their measures for protecting visual resources. 
 
77-2 
The overall inventory and analysis would be the same for both overhead and 
underground construction. Undergrounding has been identified as a mitigation 
measure. 
 
77-3 
Comment noted. 

77-3 
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78-1 
Comment noted. 
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Letter 
79 

79-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
79-1 
The cost comparison of underground versus overhead lines is located in 
Chapter 2 under the “Proposed Action” section and in table 2-1. A qualitative 
comparison of failures and incidents of underground versus overhead 
transmission lines is located in Appendix A and Table A-1.  
 
 
 
 
79-2 
The impact discussion of all resources includes impacts to the residents along 
La Posada. Refer to response 75-1. 
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Letter 
80 

80-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
80-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
80-2 
The Proposed Action was identified by Sierra Pacific Power Company in their 
Right-Of-Way application to the BLM. As such, the Proposed Action must be 
evaluated as submitted.  
 
 
 
 
 
80-3 
The Existing Corridor Alternative would require more acres of easements than 
the Proposed Action Alternative because where SPPCo would need to parallel 
existing lines; they would need to acquire additional easements.  
 
 
 
 
80-4 
Comment noted.  
 
80-5 
Comment noted.  

80-3 

80-5 

80-4 
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80-6 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
81-1 
Comment noted.  

80-6 
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82 
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82-1 
Impacts to property values from the proposed project are discussed in chapter 
4 under the “Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice” section. Safety 
impacts are discussed in detail in Chapter 4 under the “Public Health and 
Safety” section.  The final selected route will take into account the varying 
degrees of impacts to all resources, including property values and safety. 
 
82-2 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
82-3 
There are no known statistics on vandalism/accident rates for these type of 
structures in residential neighborhoods.  

82-3 
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Letter 
83 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
83-1 
Comment noted. The Existing Corridor Alternative is an existing route. In 
addition, wherever possible, the Proposed Action and Alternatives, utilized 
existing routes.  
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85-2 

Letter 
85 

85-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
84-1 
The Proposed Action and Alternatives (except for the northern alternative) are 
located south of your location.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
85-1 
Comment noted.  
85-2 
Comment noted.  
 
85-3 
Comment noted. 

85-3 
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Letter 
87 

87-1 

 
 
 
 
 
86-1 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
87-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
87-2 
All emails and written correspondence are added to the Administrative Record 
of the project.  There will be other opportunities for public input through the 
local agencies permitting processes for this project. Refer to Chapter 1 under 
the “Authorizing Actions” section. 
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88-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
88-2 
Comment noted.  
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Letter 
89 

89-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
89-1 
The Calle de la Plata Alternative added the route dip in Hungry Valley to 
address any impacts that might affect the view shed from the RSIC.  
 
89-2 
The 150 foot separation distance was recommended and deemed suitable in 
the Regional Utility Corridor Report.  
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90-1 
The BLM's Visual Resource Management (VRM) system was used to analyze 
potential visual impacts to BLM land from the proposed project. The VRM 
system for analyzing potential visual impacts is applicable to only BLM land. 
The impacts were analyzed from Key Observation Points and took into 
consideration the form, line, color, and texture of the land/water, vegetation, 
and structures. The impacts to non-BLM land were analyzed based on local 
area plans and their measures for protecting visual resources. 
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91-1 
Comment noted. 
 
91-2 
Comment noted. 
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Letter 
92 

92-1 

93-2 
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93 

93-1 

 
 
 
 
 
92-1 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
93-1 
Refer to response 75-1. 
 
93-2 
Refer to response 75-2. 
 
93-3 
Refer to response 75-3. 
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94-1 
Comment noted.  
 
94-2 
Comment noted.  
 
94-3 
Comment noted. 
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94-4 
The RUCR was adopted by the BLM in 2001 as a guideline, therefore the 
RUCR and recommendations have been fully considered in this document. 
 
 
94-5 
Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 
 
94-8 
Comment noted. 
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94-9 
Standard policy for SPPCo is to plan for two transformers per substation with 
four feeders per transformer. Ultimate build-out for Sugarloaf could be up to 
eight feeders over the next 20 to 30 years. The number of feeders actually 
constructed depends on the load growth .  
Stead Airport is initially planned to have two feeders. The number of feeders 
ultimately constructed for this substation depends on load growth due to 
customer demand . 
In addition, refer to response 2-1. The same mitigation and impacts would 
apply to both the Reno-Stead and Spanish Springs Airports. 
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Comment noted. 
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95-1 
Refer to response 15-1. 
 
95-2 
Refer to response 15-1.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted. 
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96-1 
The only alternative route that could affect Parcel # 76-281-19 would be the 
Northern Alternative. Under the Northern Alternative, the line would run a 
distance of approximately one 10-acre parcel away from the property. 
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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99-1 
Comment noted 
 
99-2 
Comment noted. 
 
99-3 
Comment noted.  
 
99-4 
Comment noted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100-1 
Comment noted. Added to the mailing list to receive a full document. 100-4 
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101-1 
Comment noted 
 
 
 
101-2 
The BLM's Visual Resource Management (VRM) system was used to analyze 
potential visual impacts to BLM land from the proposed project. The VRM 
system for analyzing potential visual impacts is applicable to only BLM land. 
The impacts were analyzed from Key Observation Points and took into 
consideration the form, line, color, and texture of the land/water, vegetation, 
and structures. The impacts to non-BLM land were analyzed based on local 
area plans and their measures for protecting visual resources. 
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Refer to response 69-4. 
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted.  
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104-1 
Comment noted. 
 
104-2 
Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
105-1 
The Clorox property would be affected by all routes except the Existing 
Corridor, Foothills, and Southern Alternatives. Under the Preferred, Proposed, 
and Northern Alternatives, the transmission line would run across Moya 
Boulevard. from the Clorox property. The final route alignment will be 
determined after the publication of the Final EIS and identified in the ROD. 
At that time, exact routing details will be available.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 
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109-1 
The poles and lines that cross the Sparks Boulevard and Satellite Drive 
intersection are double circuited 345/120 KV lines. The only alternative that 
would include poles and lines similar to these  would be along the Existing 
Corridor Alternative. All of the other alternatives would contain poles and 
lines as depicted in the KOP simulations in Appendix F.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted 
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Comment noted 
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
111-3 
Comment noted. 
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted.  
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Comment noted. 
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Comment noted.  
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Refer to response 111-1. 
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Refer to response 111-2. 
 
114-3 
Refer to response 111-3.  
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Refer to response 111-4. 
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Refer to response 111-5. 
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Refer to response 111-1 
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Refer to response 111-2. 
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Refer to response 111-3.  
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Refer to response 111-4. 
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115-1 

115-2 

115-3 

115-4 

115-5 

Letter 
115 



Final EIS for the Proposed Tracy to Silver Lake 120 kV Transm
ission Line 

H
-203 

Public C
om

m
ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
116-1 
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Refer to response 111-5. 
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Refer to response 111-1.  
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Refer to response 111-2. 
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Refer to response 111-3. 
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Refer to response 111-5. 
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Refer to response 111-1. 
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Refer to response 111-1. 
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